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THE 


Bookſeller's Advertiſement. 


HIS Excellent and Sea- 
ſonable Diſcourſe in De» 
fence of the Bleſſed Trinity 5 the 
Original Copy whereof was found 
in the Late Learned Archbiſhop 
Tillotlon's Study after his De- 


ceaſe ; and beinz among many 


, .* other Duplicate "Manuſcripts of 


the Late Learned Dr. l{aac Bar- 
row's Sermons, ſmce printed m 
Folio, was moſt certainly over- 
look.d by His Grace upon'Publiſh- 
ing His Works ; which might very 
eaſ ly be in ſo great a number ; 

for Dr. Barrow uſually writ 
A 3 them 


them ſeveral times over before he 
thought them finiſhed. 

This had his laſt Hand, «s 
may be preſumed, being very fair 


and perfett , and every word of 


his own writing ; : which, leſt any 


ſhould doubt of , I have preſer- 


ved the Copy in my own Hands, 


where any one that pleaſes may 


ſee it, and be ſatisfied. 
B. Aylmer. 


_—— 


Lately Printed, A Scaſonable Vin- 
dication. of the B. Trinity. Being an 
Anſwer to this Queltion , 1#4by do jou 
believe the Dottrine of the Trinity ? Col- 
lected from the Works of the Moſt Re- 
 verend, Dr. fobn Tille:/tn, late Lord 
/ Archbiſhop of Canterbury. And the 
Right Reverend, Dr. Edward Stiilling- 
fleer, Now Lord Biſhop of Wereceſter, 
By W. Aſheten, D. D. 

Printed for B. Aylmer. 
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DEFENCE 


OF 1TH. 


' B. TRINITY. 


——— 


COL. JL 2. 
Set your affeFions on things « vomiin of 
above. 


ſ OR underſtanding this 
FÞ Apoltolical Precept , 

ewo Particulars muſt 

7 be conſidered ; firſt the Act, 
peme (which is rendred to ſet 


A 4 '. our 


A Defence of 
our affetions) then the Object, 


Tz erw, things above ; theſe we 
briefly ſhall explain. 
The word gezzay doth pri- 
marily, and alſo, according to 
common ule , denote an ad- 
vertency, or intent application 
of the mind upon any Object : 
Of the mind, that is, of a man's 
Soul, eſpecially of its rational 
part ; ſo as to include the 
powers of Underſtanding, Will, 
Aﬀection , Activity ; whence 
it may imply direction of our 
Underſtanding to know ; of 
our Will to chuſe and embrace; 
of our Aﬀection to love, de- 
fire, reliſh; ,of our Activity 
ro purſue any good ( real or 
apparent) which is propoſed ; 


accord- 


” re —__—__ > —__—_—_— _ 
moo. _ 


Or —_— 


— - 


A 


: 
: 


SS — 
—_— -— ——— —  — 
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\ according to, which moſt com- 


\ prehenſ1ve ſenſe (ſuring the 


nature of the thing) I do take 
the word, ſuppoſing that Saint 
Paul doth enjoin us ro employ 
all our mental Faculties in ſtu- 
dy, choice , paſſion , endea- 
vour upon ſupernal things. 
The 2 2» (things above) 
may be fo taken, as to import 
all chings relating to our fpi- 
ritual Life here, or our future 
State hereafter ; the which do 
either actually fubſiſt above in 
Heaven, or have a final refe- 
rence thither ; fo they ma 
comprize, 1. The Subſtancial 
Beings, to whom we ſtand 
related, owe reſpect, ' perform 
duty : 2. The Face and con- 
dition 
: 


.A Defence of 


dition of our ſpiricual Lite 


here, or hereafter, as we are . 


Servants and Subjects of God, 
Citizens of Heaven, Candi- 
dates of Immortal Happinels : 

3. Rulcs to be oblerved, Qua- 
lities ro be acquired, Actions 


to be pertormed, Means to be* 


uſed by us in regard to the ſu- 
erior Place and State. 

Of thele things the incom- 
parably Principal and Su- 
pream, the 1) meg», is the 
ever moſt Glorious and Bleſled 
Trinity ; to the minding of 
which this day is peculiarly de- 
dicated, and the which indeed 
is always the moſt Excellent, 
moſt Benehcial, moſt Com- 
fortable Object of our contem- 
plation 


the B. Trinity. 


plation, and affection; wheres 
fore upon it- I ſhall now im- 
mediately fix my Diſcourſe. 


The Sacred Trinity may 
be conlidered, either! as it 1s 
in it ſelf wrapt up in unexpli- 
cable folds of My ery; Or as it 
hath diſcovered it felt opera- 
eing in wonderful methods of 
Grace toward us. 

As it is in itſelf}, tis an, 
Object too bright and dazling 
tor our weak eye to faſten up- 
on, an Abyls too deep for our 
ſhader reaſon to fachome ; I 
can only ſay, That we are fo 
bound to mind it, a$ to Cx» 
erciſe our Faith, and exprels 
our Humility if yillag'y 

{ C= 


A Defence of 


believing , in ſubmiſſively a- 
doring thoſe high Myſteries, 
w hich. are revealed in the .Ho- 
ly Oracles concerning it; b 
that Spirit it ſelf, which ſearch- 
eth the depths of God , and by 
that only Son of God, who 
relidimg in his Father's Bo- 
ſome ,. hath thence brought 


x6 72. them forch ,. and expounded 


wy u9z]s, 


Joh. 1. 18, 


them to us, fo tar as was fir 
for our capacity and ule : 
And the Le&tures fo read by 
the Eternal Wiſdom of God , 
the Propolitions uttercd by 
the Mouth of Truth it ſelf, 


we are ( »bliged with 4 ( docile 
. I 

Ear, and a. ccedulous Heart, 
ro entertanm. 


That 


the B. Trinity. 


Thar there is one. Divine 
Nature or Eflence, common 
unto - Three Perlons | incom- 
prehenſibly united, ahd incf- 
tably diſtinguiſhed ; uniced in 
Eflencial Attributes , diſtin- 
guiſhed by peculiar Idioms 
and Relations ; all equally 
infinite in every Divine Per- 
tection, each different from 


other in order and manner of Joh. 10.38. 
that there i} a mu- 74 2 


ſubſiſtence z 
tual atrace of one] in all, 
and all in one: — 
on without any _—_— or 
diminution in the Contmuni- 
cant ; an Erernal Generation, 
and an Eternal Prdceflion 
lucceſ- 
cauſa- 


liry 


without precedence or: 
without proper 


tion, 


I”7.21; 


A Defence of 


liry or dependence; a Father 
imparting his own , and the 
Son receiving his Father's Lite, 
and a Spirit ifſuing from both, 


tiplication of Eflence ; theſe 
are Notions which may well 
puzzle our Realon in con- 
ceiving how they. agree, but 
ſhould not ſtagger our Faith 
in aſlenting thart they are true; 
upon which we ſhould medi- 
tare, not with hope ro com- 
prehend , but with diſpoſition 
to. admire , veiling our Faces 
in the preſence, and proſtra- 
ting our Reaſon at the Feet 
of Wiſdom lo far tranſcend- 
Ng Us, 


There 


without any diviſfion, or mul- : 


the B. Trinity 
There be thoſe; who, be- 


cauſe they cannot untiq, dare 
to cut in funder theſe] ſacred 
Knots ; who , becaull they 
cannot fully conceive it, dare 
flatly to deny them; | who, 
inſtead of confeſling thejr own 
infhrmity, do charge the plain 
Doctrines and Aflertibns of 
Holy Scripture with ihipof{i- 
bility. Others ſeem to think 
they can demonſtrate theſe My- 
ſteries by Arguments gfound- 
| Jcd upon Principles of |Natu- 
| ral Light; and expreſy it by 


Simulicudes derived from) come | 


{mon Experience : ©55 


* {the Prelumption of the for- 
mer, and to reſtrain the Cu- 
riofity of the latter , the fol- 

OWINgS 


w—_— F 


#4 


.10 A Defence of 


| lowing Conſiderations ( im- 
proved by your thoughts ) 
may perhaps ſomewhat. con- 
duce. [ 


1. We may conſider, that 
our Reaſon is no competent 
or capable -Judge concerning 
Propoſitions of . this nature : 
| Nebi ad - Our Breaſt (as Minntius ſpeak- 

melegum th) is a narrow Veſſel , that 
petims angu- 
ſftum eff, will not hold much Ungerſtand- 
© Min.F. ing ; 'tis not ſufficient, nor 
TÞy 6) 5, was ever deſigned to found 
mm, 4 {uch'depths ; to delcry the ra- 
-_ dical Principles of all Being 
er 71 4;z", £9 reach the extreme poſſibili» 
 $£6r 4% ries of things. Such an intel- 


rd v1 oa; dS 


re]ey away. leftual Capacity is vouchlafed 


Plato m to us as doth ute to our de- 
Tim. 


gree 
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gree (the loweſt Rank of In- 
relligent Creatures) as.becom- 
eth our Station in this inferi- 
-+ or part of the World ; as 
- may qualify us to (diſcharge 
the petty- Buſineſſes commir- 
red to our management, and 
the facile Ducies incumbent on 
us; but ro know what -God is, 
how he ſubſiſtech , what he 
can, what he ſhould do, by 
our natural Perſpicacity, or by 
any means we can uſe, farther 


than he pleaſeth ro reveal, doth - 
not ſute to the meannels of our... , 


Condition, or the narrownels 
of our Capacity ; theſe really 
are the moſt elevated Sublimi- 


ties, and the abſtruſeſt Subril- 
ties that are, or can |be-in ths 


B ' nature” 


—_— 


It 


A Defence of 


nature of things ; he that can 
penetrate them, may ere&t his 
Tribunal any where 'in the 
World, and pretend juſtly.char 
nothing i in Heaven or Earth is 
exempred from his Judgment : . 
Bur in truth, how unfit our 
Reaſon is to exact {uch uni- 
verlal Juriſdiftion ,. we may 
diſcern by comparing it to our 
Senſe; it 15 obvious that many 
Beaſts do (by advantage of a 
finer Senſe) ſee, hear, ſmell 
things ;mperceptible to us ; 
and were it not very unreaſo- 
nable ro conclude that ſuch 
things do not exiſt, or are in 
themſelves altogerher inſenſ1- 
ble, becauſe they do not at all 
_ to us ?. Is 1t not evi- 
dent, 


=” ” =» 
by » 

4 + x 

4 oo o . 
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dent, that we ought to im- 
= their imperceptibiliry (re- 
pecting us) to the defect of 
our Senſe, to its Yulnels and 
groſneſs, in regard to the ſub- 
tilry of thoſe Objects? Even 
ſo may Propoſitions in them- 
ſelves, and in regard to the 
capacity of higher Underſtand- 
ings (for thefe are gradual dif- 
ferences in Underſtahding, as 
well as in-Senſe) be true and 
Very intelligible, which to our 
inferiour Reaſon ſeem unintel- 
ligible, or repugnant to the 
Prenotions, with which our 
Soul is imbued ; and our not 
diſcerning thoſe "Truths, may 


argue the blindnels and weak- 


nels of our Underſtanding, not 


= 4» * uw.” . 


i. 


+ B 2 ,- © apy 
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Jer. 10.14. 
Pſ. 103. 14. 
1Cor.3.10. 


Job 11. 12. 


. bedull as an Aſs, to be wild 


- A Defence of 
any fault or inconſiſtency in 
the things themſelves ; nor 
ſhould ir catiſe us anywile to 
diſtruſt them , if they come 
recommended to our beliet 
by competent Authority. 

To ſuch purpoſes indeed the 
Holy Scripture frequently doth 
vility our Reaſon and Know- 
ledge : Every man ( (aith Jere- 
my) 1s brutiſh in knowledge. . 
The Lord ( faith the Pſalmiſt )- 
knoweth the thoughts of men ( of 
wiſe men , as St. Paul quoreth 
it) that they are vanity. Vam 
man (laith he in Job) would be 
wiſe, though man be borit like an 
Aſſes colt z ( that is, However 
we affect to ſeem wile, yet to 


as 
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as a Colt, iSnatural to us.) My 
thoughts ((aich God in the Pro» If. 55. 8. 
pher) are not your thoughts, noy 
are your ways, My ways ; "for as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, 

fo are my ways than your ways ; 
and "my thoughts than your 

| thoughts : God's W iſdom is as 
the Heavens, the higheſt and 
top of all Wiſdom ; Man's as 
che Earth, beneath which there 
Is NO degree, but that of Hell 

* and Darkneſs : We therefore 
in this reſpe&t are unhr to 

p determine #oncerning things 

| ſo exceedingly ſublime and 

ah {ubtle. . 

2. We may conſider , that * 

d not only the im efeRticn of 

our Reaſon - ks but the ® 
Fa maſt» "q 


- 3 , 
. "AY ud 
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A Defence of 


manner of uling it .doth inca» 
acitate us to judge abour 
theſe Matters. Had we com- 
petent Skill ro fail in' this 
deep Ocean, yet we do want 
2 Gale to drive us; and a 


* Compals to ſteer on Courle 


by therein ; we. have not any 
firm prounds to build ous 
Judgment on, or certain Rules 
ro {quare it by. We cannot 
effectually diſcourſe or deter- 
mine upon any Subject, with * 
out having Principles homo- 
geneus and pertinent thereto 
« ( that are @& TY auth ovyevad, 
cognate and congriious to the 


Subje&t-marter, as the Philo- 


ſopher ſpeaketh ) upon which 


« to found ,our Argumentatioh ; 


Now 
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Now all the Principles we can 
have, are either originally in- 
nate to our Minds; or after- 
ward immediately infuſed by 
God , or by external Inſtru- 
&tion from him diſcloſed to 
us; or acquired by our Exe, 
perience, and . obſervation of 
things incurring our Senſe 
or framed by our Reaſon, 
comparing thoſe means ; of 
which the three former ſorts 


' are moſt arbitrarily commus 
nicated ,. and both for num- 


ber” and kind depend upon 
che free pleaſure of him, 
who diſtrbuteth them ac- 
cording, to 4 meaſure ſutable 


to each mang occaſions, eſti- ** 


mated by himlelt ; how ma- 


B 4 ny. 


, I , 
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18 A Defence of 
ny thoſe are, and how far 
they may - qualify us to BE 
judge , or diſcourſe + abaut 1 
thoſ. cranſcendent Matters , 

4s hard to define ; but moſt 1 
certainly they never can claſh 2; 

'with one another z; no Light 

in any manner imparted by | 

God can obſcure the Do- ' 
-Etrine declared by him, no... . |}. 
Doctrine can thwart Princi- 

ples inſtilled by him. ' The ? 

Jater -ſorts appertain only to 

material - and fenfible Ob- 

jects; which therefore ,can 
only enable us ro deduce}; 
or to examine Concluſions 
relating to them ; and be- 
ing applied to' things of ano- ' 
ther, kind, are abuſed , fo 


as 


, ; 
the B. Trinity. 19 
as to become apt ito pro- 
' duce great miſtakes: As, for _. 
inſtance, moſt Ancient Phi- 
| loſophers obſerving, that the 
1} Changes. and Viciſſitudes in 
| Nature were generally, by 
\ the ſame Matters undergo- 
l ing ſeveral Alterations, or 
}{ putting on different Shapes ; 
and that Bodies once bein 
in reſt, did, uſually onkil 
in thag ſtate, until by im- 
pulſe of other Bodies they 
were put into motion, . did 
Y thence frame ſuch Axioms, 
or Principles of Diſcourſe , 
Ex nhilo nihil fit 5 and Quice 
quid movetur ,, ab aliv move- 
* tur; 'which Propoſitions; ſup» 
poling them true in Tela- +, 
a, oof 4 
ef a0 rf 


( w 
—_ 


20 


Id quod Deus eff , 
ſecundum id quod eff 
nec humano [ermone edi- 
ci, nec bumanis auti- 
bus percipt , nec buma- 
mis ſenſibus collig pc- 
teſt. Novat. de Trin. 


| Cap. 7. 


be 'vain to conclude 


' A Defence of 


tion to the preſent conditions 


| and Powers of {enſible things, 


ret were it unlawful to 
ſtretch them unto Beings of 
another kind and 
nature, (to Beings 
mamaretial and in- 
ſenſible.) Or to in» 
fer thencs general- 
ly;, that in che ut- 
moſt pollibility of 
things there is not 
any creative , or any ſelf- 
motive Power : Even as from 
the like Premiſes it would 
, that 
there - be no other Beings 


ſubſiſtent beſide thoſe which 
ſtrike our Senles , 


or diſcos \ 
yer themſelves by ſenſible 
Efles; 


Oy” 


k.4 
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Effects : In hke manner, it - 
6annot- be reaſonable out of 
Principles drawn from grdi- 
nary Experience, about theſe 
moſt ' low * and imperfect 
things, to collect, . 
that there 'can be _ Joualangly 92. Þ 
, no other kind of "02 5. Nap 
Unions, of Diitin- Or. 37. de Sp. S. 
'Etions, of Genera- 

tions, of Proceſſions, than 

ſuch as our own grols 

Senſe doth repreſent to us: 

L | Reaſon it ſelf more forcibly 

4 doth oblige 'us to think 

© | that to ſublimer Beings there 

S$ | do pertain modes of  Exi- 

h | ſence and © Aftion', Unions” 

and Diſtin&tions, Influences 

e | and Emanations of a more 


T hy : high "I" 


Ly 


= - 
ow 


d : « 
\a © 


; b 
"2a. | 


of 


l 


. 


- 
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A Defence of 


high and perfe& kind , ſuch 


Cim queritur quid 
res, ay" mopia bu- 
. manum Aaborat eloqui- 
wm ; dium eft tamen 
. Pres perſone , non ut il- 

Jud diceretur, ſed ne ta- 
ceretur. Aug. de Trin. 


5. 9+ 


A Kv ery rope mwy you- 
wy x dowudcwr wd\v, 
Naz. Orat. 45. ( ad 
Evagr. ) 


them ; -to judge © 
things, if we will not a- 


gainſt the Philoſopher's Rule, 


as our cArſe Ap» 
prehenſion cannot 
adequate, nor our 
rude Language ex- 


, preſs; which we, 


perhaps, have tio 
Faculty ſubtle e- 
nough . to. conceive 
diſtinctly, nor can 
attain any *' COn- 
gruous Principles , 
from which to diſ- 


courle — about 
thele 


pere6 aiveiy 4; ZN Yu » ſhift 
kinds, or ule improper and 


impertinent Arguments, we 


) 
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muſt 'compare ſpiri- 


| | - 1 Cor. 2. 13. 
tual things with ſþ1 Wd Lhd 
' | ritual, fo asto draw wi; aryneins, | 


Concluſions abour 

Spirituals only frorh Princi- 
ples revealed by God's Spls 
rit, the ſole Maſter, of Spi- 
ritual Science; ſo alſo as ro 


_ expreſs them not & wi 


avFpwmns oP 14s Al, in terms 


deviſed by bumane Wiſdom, but 


in ſuch as the Holy Spiric 
hath ſuggeſted ; - for Jus 
ai2wnG, a man endowed 
merely with common Senſe 
(or natural Reaſon ) can- 
not IgA," apprebend, or per- 
ceive thole things of God , 
which only the Spirit of , God 
doth know, To umprove and 


#. 

-” i = ; 

o. , 
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A Defence of 


preſs which Conſt deration. , 
tarther, 


3}. We may conlider the 
weaknels* and ſhorcnels * of 
ourReaſon, even about things 

molt familiar , and eaſy to 
us; the little. or nothing we 
by our urmoſt diligence ,can 
attain to know concerning 


their intrinfick Eſſences, their 
Properries, their Canku and 
manners of production. What 
do we more, commonly hear, 
than earneſt Complaints Goa 
the moſt Induſtrious Searchers 
of Natural Knowledge con- 
cerning the great obſcuri 
of Nature, the difficulty of / 
fnding Truth, the _—_—_— 
| 0 


the B. Trinay. 


of our: Mind , and jimpoten- 
cy of our Reaſon? And 
ſhould they. be filent, yer 
Experience . plainly would 
ſpeak how difhcult, - if nor 
impoſſible, it is to arrive 
unto any -clear and . ſure 
knowledge of theſe common 
Objects; ſeeing the moſt (e- 
dulous Inquiries, undertaken 
by the Choiceſt Wits for 
above Two thouſand Years, 
have ſcarce. perhaps exhibi- 
red one unqueltionable 'Theo- 


reme in Natural Philoſophy, 


one unexceptionable Maxim - 


of Ethical Prudence or Po- 
* licy; all things being ſtill 
expoled to doubt and dif 


pute, as "they were of -old, 


when -. 


- 


* 


Fa 
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A Defence of 
when firſt Admiration and 
Curioſity did prompt men 
to hunt after the Cauſes of 
things ; the moſt however that 
aker all our care and toil 
we can perceive”, doth not 
exceed ſome faint 


Kwiaw ov gb Colours, ſome ſus 


gear &s txarÞ wore, Greg. 
Naz. Or. 26. 


perfcial - Figures , 
lome grols effects 
of things, while their radi- 
cal Properties, and their im- 
mediare Cauſes remain in- 
veloped, and debarred from 
our hghe in unacceſlible 
Darkneſs. Shall we then ; 
who cannot pierce, into the 
nature of a Peble,* that cans 
not apprehend how a Muſh- 
: © come doth grow,, that 'are 
| baffled 
wy F on 


- * 
++ 


the B. Trinity, 27 
baffled in our Philoſophy 


abour a Gnat, or a Worm, 


debate and decide (beyond 


| what is taught us from . a- 
| bove ) concerning the. pre- 


cile manner of Divine El- 
| ſence,  Subſiſtence , or . Gene- 
ration? TI do (faith 

St. Chryſoſtome ) eat + Prowale 32; ” 3 


ms weeiQorJas 6s pas[- 


| Meats, but bow they py tie Gu o's 20987, 
| are divided into Flegm, «*s 222, dy116 * wa 


WT 7% « TyCMmoady/ ra + 
nto Blood, mtg, Juace, ark dulews 360/Jus bf 
into Choler , I am - res du , * Tio. way Th. 


norant ; theſe things -—_ te. oripdy ', 
of * ec «Aj 
which . every day we =. a i 
fee and taſte, we do _Y 
not know z and are we Curious 
| about the Eſſence of God + 
, 4. We- are ( as Ariſtotle hime arity 
 zfelf,- no Dunce, no Idiot , 44%: 1, 
$7 C doth © 4 
| _T £4 
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A Defence of 

doth confeſs) bur Owl-eyed , 
D295. 7% Th Quan Gzvipertla mie 
Twy, in regard to things nas 
turally moſt evident , and pal- 


pable; and can we be ſuch - 


Lynceus's, as to fee through 
the fartheſt Receſles of Inh- 
nity 2 Hardly (faith the Wif- 
dom of Solomon) do we gueſs 
aright of things upon the earth, 
and with labour do we fmd 


the things that are before us , 


but the thmgs that are in bea- 
ven , who hath ſearched out ? 


Yea, and the genuine Solos, 
.+ mon himfelt, 1 aid I will be 


wiſe, but it was far from me 


\ that which is far off, and ex- 


ceeding deep, who can fmd it 
out * What. is more remote, 


what 


the B, Trinity. , wy 
what more profound thart 
God's Nature, who then can 

find ic out ?. ſooner with 

our Hands may we touch 
the extreme ſurface of the 
Skies , ſooner with our Eyes 
may we pierce ro the Cens 

tre of the Earth; ſo it is 
exprelly cold us in Job ; 
Canſt tho by ſearching find Job 11. 4. * 
out God , canſt thon find out 

the Almighty to perfefion * it 

is as hich as heaven, what 

canſt thou do ; deeper than hell, 

what canſt thou know ? 


that we daily fee and obs 

ſerve things z* which did nor” 

manifeſt Experience convince 
* 2 , 


A 
C us. © © 
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A Defence of . 
us of their being , we ſhould 


be apt to .disbelieve their 
poſſibility ; Senſe no . leſs 
than Faith doth © preſent us 
with Objects, to ans Rea- 
ſon , improbable ' and un- 
conceivable; fo that ſhould 
we attend 'to the. Scruples 
injected. thereby, we ſhould 
hardly take things for pol- 
ſible, which we behold ex- 
iſtenc; we ſhould diſtruſt 
the greateſt Evidence of Senſe, | 
and by our Logick pur our 
our Eyes. Who would be- 
lieve, that, did he not eve- 
ry day ſee it; who can con- 
ceive how, although he ſeth 
it, from a little, dry, ill- 
favoured, infipid Seed thrown 
into 


<<” mt ——— 
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into the Earth, there ſhort- 
ly would riſe ſo goodly . a 
Plant, endewed with ſo ex- 
at” figure, ſo fragrant ſmell, 
ſo delicate taſte-, ſo. lively 
colour; by what Engines it 
attracterh , by what Diſcre- 
tion' it culleth out, by what 
Hands it moulderh its pro- 
per aliment ? by what Arti- 
hce it- doth elaborate the 
ſame ſo curiouſly, and in- 
corporate it with it felf? 
what vertue could. we ima- 
dine in Nature able to di- 
geſt an earchy Juice . into 
the pellucid clearneſs of Chry- 


ſtal, into the invincible firm- 


nels of a Diamant ? Who" 
would not - be, an. Infidel, | 


_—.” 
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did not his Sight aſſure him 
of the Miracles atchieved by 
that blind - plaſtick force , 
which without Eye or Hand 
doth frame ſuch varieties of 
exquiſne Workmanſhip ; un- 
imitable, and far ſurpaſſing 
the $kill of the greateſt Artiſt 
That a little Star, from (o 
vaſt a diſtance, in a mo- 
ment, ſhould make impreſ- 
fion on our Eyes, repleniſh- 
ing with its Light or Image 
ſo ſpacious a Region all a+ 
bour it, were we blind, we 
ſhould hardly believe , we 
ſcarco Fcould fancy : How , 
withoyt knowing the Organs 
pf Speech, or the manner 


pt applying them , wichour 


N any 
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any care or gl employed 


by us, we ſo conform our 
Voice, as to expreſs what 
Word, what Accent we 
pleaſe; how we do this, 
or that we can do it, as 
it will confound our Thou 
to imagine, ſo it would ſtag- 
ger our Faith to believe , 
did not our Conſcience per- 
ſuade us that we can, and 
do ſpeak : Ic is upon occa- 
fron very commonly faid , 1 
ſhould never have believed 
ic, had I not ſeen it; and 
that men ſpeak fo in ear- 
. neſt , many, ſuch Inſtances 
declare. Now if 'we can © 
give credit ro our Senle a- 
gainft the: ſuffrage or {erople 
| | C 
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of our Reaſon in things not 
fo diſcoſted from. our capa- 
city of Knowledge, ſhall we 
not much more yield our 
Belief unto God's expreſs 
Word in things lo infinite- 


ly diſtant from it 2 * If com- 


mon' Experience can ſubdue 
our Judgments , and compel 
us to a. belief of things 1n- 
credible , ſhall our Reaſon 
demur at ſubmitting to Di- 
vine Authority ? It the di- 
&tate of our Conſcience doth 
convince us, {hall not we 
much more {urrender to the 
Teſtimony of God, who #s 
2 
and 'knoweth all things ? If 
we do believe, becauſe . we 
ſeem 


Bei tw tw wal RV» 
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ſeem to know by ſeeing our 
ſelves; we ſhould rather be- 
lieve, becauſe we furel 

know by hearing from God ; 
for Senle may . deceive us, 
and often neederh* correCti- 
on from Reaſon; God can» 
not deceive, and Reaſon 
often is by him corrected ; 
which leadeth me to a farther 
Conlideration, that 


5- The Propoſitions. clear- 
ly delivered unto us by God 
himſelf, are upon many ac- 
compts more unqueſtiona- 
bly true, more credible than 
the Experiments of any Senle, 
or Principles of any Science 
whence it there happen to 

ariſe 


oy 
A 
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xr Tf dypaumey, wiſer than men, 
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ariſe any ſeeming Conteſt 
berween theſe, a precedence 
is due to the former, in 
derogation to the latter 
it is fit that we rather. give 
our Eyes and 'our Ears, our 
Fancies and our Reaſons the 
lye, than anywiſe, by difh- 
| ro his Word, put an 
affront on God; ( for to 
disbelieve him, is ( as Saint 
John telleth us) ro give him 
the lye.) , T9 Uwegy Ts ns » 
the folly of God ( as St. Paul 
ſpeaketh ; that is, the Points 
of Faith declared by God, 
which ſeem moſt irrational , 
and croſs ro*the Decrees of 
Humane Wiſdom ) is awpwr- \ 


that » 


% 


5 


P 3% 


the B. Trinity. 


that is, more afſuredly con- 
ſonaart to real Truth, than 
our moſt undoubted Theo- 
remes of Science, and moſt 
current Maxims of Policy : 
. God* is the Father of all 
Lights, both of that which im- 
mediately ſhineth from Hea- 
ven, as of that which glim- 
' mereth here below; he is 
the Fountain of all Truth, 
whether Natural , or Super- 
natural ; but his Light, and 
his Tructh he conveyeth in- 
to us by manners different , 
ſome. Light ſtreameth dire&t- 
ly from him, other comerh 
| obliquely', "being refracted 
} through divers - mediums; or 
reflected from ſeveral Obs 


| 


3 


"Y 
b- 


#% 
| J | 
= ” 
= .. 
£ y 4 je o 


37 


3'5 


: 
: 9, 


A Defence of 
jects upon us; the firſt ſorr 
muſt needs be more bright, 
and more pure, ſhould be 
more powerful and efhicaci- 
ous upon our Minds ; the 
latter 1s often blended with 
material Tin&tures, is weak- 
ned by the interruptions ir 


meeteth with, loſeth of its 


-purity and its force by the 


many Conduits it paſlerh 
through, by the many Shades 
it. mixeth with. Obſervati- 
ons of Senſe do often prove 
fallacious, and their nor ever 
doing ſo, dependeth - upon 
divers Conditions , 'a right 
remper of the Organ, a hr 
diſpofition of the Medium , 
a juſt diſtance of the' Ob- 
#1! WOE 


" 
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jet; ſo. that Concluſions de- 
rived from them cannot be 
ſo abſolutely certain , nor 
conlequently the Principles 
grounded on them ; but Di- 


' vine Revelation is not -ob- 
hoxious- to ſuch- Conditions ; . 


as. the Dodtrines revealed are 
in themſelves ſimply crue , 
according to the higheſt. pitch 
of neceſſity ; becauſe* Su- 
preme Wiſdom doth con- 


ceive them, and Truth it 


ſelf doth vent them ; © ſo the 


manner of declaring them 


muſt be' competent, becauſe 


God himſelf doth chuſe, and 
uſe_it ; there plainly needeth 


no..more, than yielding an 


attentive Ear, and $killing 


, the : 
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the Language wherein they 


are expreſſed, ro ſecure us 
from Error, and uncertainty 
abouc them ; ſo ' that well 

might St. Auſtin lay, 


'Ad caters exercemiy that in other things 


per fortaſſe; at cim de 


bus fides 


| « our Conjetture i ex- 
itur , ibi 


of, on me forts, erciſed; but Faith a- 


lone doth aſſure our 
Mind. 

There have: been thoſe , 
you . know, who have -not© 
only advanced doubts con- 
cerning Propoſitions” atteſted ? 
to by Ds Senſe,” and'ins 
ferr'd by ſtrongeſt Diſcourſe j 
but - have by their | argute 
Cavillations bid fair to ſhake 
the foundations of all” Hu- 
mane Science-; bur 1 never 

: heard 


od , 
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heard of any, who believed 

a God to be, that did con- + 
reſt the infallible cruch of his 
Oracles z Socrates we. may. 
be ſure ( his Excellent Scho» 

lar affuring us) who was fo 
incredulous, as to diſclaim 

all Pretence to Wiſdom or 
Science, being Author of the 
famous Saying , Hoc tantins "tongs. &; 
cio ; yet greatly did | rely. 
upon Divine , Significations , 
and Teſtimonies, ſo deemed 
by him, and ſuch as he 
could come. at; alledging , 
hat who followeth the Con- 
duct of his own Reaſon, | in- 
ſtead of Gods Direction , 
chuſeth a blind and ignorant 
uide , before one that, beſk 
ſceth, » 


® _ 
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ſeeth, and knoweth the way :' 
| He, faith the Hi- 
i "Aures 5 my dy» ſtorian , deſpiſed all 
|, Ijdma vipiees 2558 FTymane Conceits in 


a) bg 9 or Foe. 68 of God's Ad- 


C AIGY., 
Vice. 


 Pfil. 949. He "that formeth the ove, 
| ( faith the P/almiſt) ſhall not 
h he fee; he that" planted the 
| ear, ſhall not he hear ; be that 
teacheth man knowledge , ſhall 
not he know ? He that en- 
> dewed us with all our know- - 
| ' ing Faculties, and prefiderh | 
over us in the management | 
of them , ſhall nor he ſuper- 
eminently know all that we |, 
can ? muſt not they in rea- 
| ſon continue ſubordinate to 
| his Dire&tion ? Should rhey 


nor 


* 
*x 
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not always diſcern and judge 
under correction by him ; 
with an Appeal and ſubmiſſi- | 
on reſerved to his better Judg- 
ment 2? : 0 

I might adjoin , - that the ' 
Object and the End (as well 
as the Author and the Mans 
ner) 'of Divine Revelation ; 
doth argue it» to ſurpaſs all 
Reaſon, and all Senſe, in ' 
certainty and credibility ; 
for Senſe and Reaſon cons 
verſe wholly, or chiefly as 
o bout Objects: material and 
c 


mutable ; Revelation abour 
s jmmarerial and immurable 
- | things; "They direct us in Af- 
O F fairs concerning this Tranſt- 
tory Lite, "This leadechus to 
| D:3 ward 
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ward - Eternal Felicity 5 to 
miſtake about thole Objects, - 
to milcarry in thoſe Afﬀairs, 
is in, it fſelt of little, in com- 
_ of no importance 
ut to. judge rightly abour 
thele things, to tread ſafely 


in theſe parhs, is of infinite- 


ly vaſt concernment  'a ſmal- 
ler competency therefore of 
light and certainty might 
well ſuffice ro the purpoſes 
of Reaſon and Senie, bur 
to / Faith the greateſt degree 
of |afſurance is worthily due, 
and fceemeth requiſite. Bur 
farther , | 


6. Not only the confide- 
ration of. this Myſtery , bur 


O 
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of all the Divine Attributes, 
-will in like manner extorr 
from our feeble Reaſon the 


45 


Queſtion of Nicodemus , How Joh. 3. 94 


can theſe things be * they will 
all o them equally puzzle 
our ſhallow Imagination , 
and bale our ſlender Un- 
Kane For who can 
gs as underſtand, how 
Immenlity doth con» 
a with his perfect Simpli- 
city z or that without any 
parts he doth: coexiſt to all 
poſſible extenſion of Matter ; 
being all here, and wholly 
there, and immenſely every 
hes 2 Who can PI 
his Indiviſible Eternity , 


how all ſucceflions of Time 


D 2 are 
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are ever preſent to him, and 
ſubject ro his view; lo that 
he is not older now, than 
he was when the World be- 
gan, nor younger than he 
will be after innumerable 
Ages are paſt ;. ſo that he 
foreſeeth ' the moſt contin- 
gent Events, depending up- 
on Cauſes in their nature 
arbitary and indeterminate ? 

Who - can fancy, how ouf 
of mere Nothing, or out of 
extreme Confuſion and Indiſ- 
poſednets- the World could 
be created, and framed into 
lo goodly order, by a mere 


a& of Will, or by the bare 


ſpeaking of 2 word ? How 
without any diſtraction . of 


thought 
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thought he governeth Af- 
fairs , attending to the inf- 
nite varieties of Thoughts , 
Words, arid Actions occur- | 
ring here ; and itd Curans uni- Conkell 
verſos tanquam ſingulos, ita ſme * 
gulos tanquam ſolos, as St. Au- 
ſtin ſpeaketh ? how he is tru- 
ly ſaid to reſolve and to re- 
verſe, to love and hate, to 
be pleaſed and orieved , all 
without any real change, or 
ſhadow of alteration * how he 
—— many things to hap- 
*'which extremely dif- 
ro 4 him, and which "he 
can eaſily hinder ; and kick 
not effect many things, whic 
are much ie red by him , 
and very feaſible to his Power?. | 
D'z why 4 


V. yd 
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why to equal Men he diſtri- 
but eh his G1 {rs lo uncqual- 
ly ; aftording to divers abun- 
dznt means of becoming hap- 
PY > leaving others deſtitute 
of them 2 Whar Wit of man 
can reconcile his Infinite Be- 
nignity with his moſt ſevere 
Decrees ; or compole the 
ſeeming difterences berween 
his Mercy and his Juſtice ? 
Many ſuch Pertetions and 
Diſpenſations of God we 
my ſtedtaltly believe , be- 

aule they are plainly caught 
in Scriprure ; to diltrutt chem 
being to renounce Chriftiani- 
ty; to deny them being to 


'Tace up the very foundations 


of our Religionz yer he 
that 


the B. Trinity. 
thac ſhall with his utmoſt 


attention of mind 'endeavour 
tro conceive how they -can be, 
or how they conliſt LOge- 
ther, *according to our or- 
dinary notions of chin s, and 
the vulgar meaning = words, 
applied by us to "theſe inke- 
rior matters , ſhall find him- 
ſelf oravelled with innume- 
rable ſemblances of contra- 
diction , plungd in depths 
inſcrutable, involved in laby- 
rinths nekiotdla Y 


What in practice the Crols 
ot Chriſt was, a ſcandal to 
Jews (men dull, but obſti- 
nate, and invincibly polleſled 
by vain Prejudices ) and faly, 


D 4 a, 
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to Greeks ( men of wit, and 
ſubrilry , bur overweeningly 
conceited of them) that in 
Speculation may a 
OR Me- rear - part. of Di- 
OKOY dpuTus X; | 53A $* 

| panty dveddi7er Dang vine Truths be, 

Su, = Se g 4 apt to ſtumble Fro» 


$114 pes {ale Naruowiy | 
i dv3ps. mes Iu, FM «Tix: vw ard and Arrogant 


Voc TExriTey ev ory are Men ; bur as there, 
1 Arg + 4 o * ſo here, bleſſed are 
hs cas. Find. they who are not 
ſeandalized ; * whom 

no fond Scruple , or haugh- 

ty Conceit can pervert from 

readily embracing all necel- 

ſary Verities ; ſuch are thoſe 

| pointed at ;': which it 

without extreme folly and 
impiety we cannot reject , 

or be diftident- of , although 

{urs 
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{urmounting our Conceit, and 
dazling our Reaſoh ; then 
upon the -lame accompr , 
with like facility , we muſt 
ſubmic our Faith to the 
Doctrines concerning the 
B. Trinity, ſtanding upon 


the ſame Authority. 


'* >, Laſtly, We may con- 

ſider and meditate 

upon the total In» 't: 3 & Genoreyut 

comprehen(ibiliry of cu _ Chiyi, & 

God in all things &r. «. 

belonging to him; 

in his Nature, his Attributes, 

his Decrees, his Works and 

| Ways ; which all are full of 

| depth, myltery, and won- 

der. God ithabiteth, p35, aagg- 1 Tim. 6, 
| anTop, 16. 

Wa. 
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erroy, a light inacceſſible to the 
dimmmend weak light "of 
Exod. 33. mortal Eyes ; which no man 
20. hath ſeen, or can fee : No man 
(as he told his Servant Mbſes) 
can ſee his face (the VELY CX= 
reriour appearance ot him) 
Deur.4.24. and live : He'is a conſuming 
fre, that w ll ſcorch, and de- 
vour ſuch as by raſh In- 
quiries approach to00 near 
him ; the ſight ( ris 

Exod. 2 I”. 1 he 0 
Sg 0 Fen 

opprimetur & gloria. 

Aug. dev 'Ourmg fre m the 
fight of the children 
of Iſrael. Even thoſe ſpiritual 
Eagles, the quick and ftrong- 
ſighred Seraphims, are obliged 
Ja. 6.2. to cover their faces, as not 


caring 


AAR 
I” 
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daring to look upon, - not 
able ro ſuſtain the fulgour 
of his immediare preſence ; 
the flaſhes of Glory and 
Majeſty iffuing from his 
Throne : And the moſt Il- 
| lJuminate Secretaries of Hea- 
ven, unto whom Secrets were 


themſelves were ambitious to pry, 
were ſomerimes non-pluſt in 
| conremplation of God s Ar- ' 
f tributes and Actions ; being 
e | in _their aſtoniſhment forced 


1 ae pþth of the riches of the 
I wiſdom and knowledge of God ! 
- | Even his Methods of exte- 


d | rior Providence are infcrue- | 


It 


'O 


tably myſterious ; - his . qudge- 


4 \ 
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diſcloſed , into which . A1gels 1Per.r. fa, 


e to Cry -OUt, « faIA* 0 the Rom. 11, 


ments, 
"ein 
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And if 


AoZy Tory «a7 , 
who arg nn GO, v- 
ale emerin]@, ogia 
emulicer®, £3490 win 
eu wil, wabmile d- 
reign]. Theoph. 
ad Autol, 


A Defence of 


"ments are evtAmle, 
like inexhauſtible 
Mines, -to the bot- 
tom whereof we' 
cannot anywile dig 


by - our inquiry ; 


2 Cor. 9. his paths are EveLiyviccol y lo 
I 5, gbſcure as not to be traced 
by any aj of our Dif- 
courle; his ”ifts are ever nreoi 
'not to be interpreted , or 
expreſſed by our Language : 


all concerning God 


be thus incom- 
prehenſibie , why 
ſhould any thing 
ſeem incredible ? 
why out of fo 
many unconceiva- 
ble Myſteries do 
we 


EA 
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we. chuſe ſome , reprobate 

others ? wheelie do we 

ſtrercch our Judgment be- 

yond its limits - unto chings 

fo infinitely exceeding it ? 

why do we ſuffer our Rea- 

ſon to be pragmarical , un- 

juſtly invading the Office 

not belonging thereto ; in- Col. 2. 18, 
truding ito things which it 

hath not ſeen, nor can come 
prehend ; thoſe ſecret things, Deut. 29. 
which belong to the Lord our 77 
God, and the comprehen(ion 
whereof he hath hy Ne” un- 


to himlelt ? . 


Theſe Conſiderations may 
{ufice in lome manner to 
{hew, 


. 
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ſhew, that St. Chry- 


Marias 7 £2004 +) foſtome had realon 


WT en Pore y 
di Nveu 7m Ti woan\ bay 
$ 5265. Chryl. me & * 


Zaman. &. 


Cog itemus [7 evale- 
mus, fi non walemus 
«= 7} Wholl Aug. Serm. 5 
de Temp. 


Ti; 5 THeury 5H ot 
Aozeetia of tpdpirror 
© earrwnry degrees 
xate mw drum v6 


yay Gc:ilsgms; Athan, 


T.'1. 625. p 


fence of God; 


ro exclaim ſo much 
again{t the madneſs, 
as he ſtyleh ut, 
of thoſe, whb. do 
OAT ea novay Thu) £0 
av Tg ves , are buſt- 
ly curious 1m ſpeeu- 
lation about the Eſ- 


da- 


- X % Z/ £ 
rnng, TOG UneaNG wage 


ezAev MMT ugie, to 
ſubje Divine My- 


ſteries to their own 


Raticinations ; that 
Saint Baſil's Advice 
was whollome, wn 

j \ F 
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werz", not to be meddleſome 
about things, about which Ho- 
\ ly Scripture is ſilent : "Thar 


F another Ancient Writer did TZenoVe- 
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ſay no leſs truly,” than prer- roneal. 


tily, that in theſe marters 
eurioſitas reum facit , non pe- 
ritum; we may [calilier in- 
cur blame, than atrain kill 
by nice inquiry into them z 
that many of the Fathers 
do with great wiſdom diſ- 
like and diſſuade the ſearch- 
ing 7! ws, the manner of 
things being true, ' or, pollt- 


O _ . ” 
ble, 'as a ſuſpicious 


Mark » Of & dan- Sarts Tay; @& an 


erous Motive of Sag ns ms «tt 287 abs 
O ON 000. Expo. hd, apud 


Infidelity; that St. Juſt. 2d. 
Paul's Rules, perds 
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J8 
Rom. 12. 3. 


7 


x Cor. 4. 6, 


1 Pet. 2.- 2, 
"EmrmoSr] pr, 


A Defence of 

&g T9 ewpegav, to be wiſe fo 
as withall to be ſober , and 
modeſt : ; and "S, Peprav xe 0 
wyzx Hay, not to conceit any 
thi without warrant of Scrip= 
thre ; are in this Cale moſt 
eſpecially to be heeded ; 
that, according to St. Pe- 
ters Admonition , - we ſhould 
as new-born babes ( unprepoſ- 
ſcſſed, with any Notions or 
Fancice of our own) long 
for, and greedily ſuck, in the 
ſoncere mill of the word ; not 
diluting it with baſer Li- 
quors of Humane device ; 
that where God doth in- 
rerpole . his definitive © Sens 
rence, our Reaſon hath ' no-, 
thing to do bur to at- 
" rend 
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tend and ſubmit ; no right 
to Vote, no licence to ' 
debate the matter; ts 
Duty is to liſten and ap- 
prove whatever God ſpeak- 
eth, to read and ſubſcribe 
- to whatever he writeth ; at 
leaſt in any caſe it ſhould 


be mute, or ready to fol- 


low Job, ' laying, Bebold, 1 Job 40. 4 


am vile, what ſhall 1 anſwer 
thee * I will lay my hand 
upon my. mouth : In fine , 
The Teſtimony of God, 
with a ſufficient clearneſs 
reprelented to the Capa- 
ciry of an honeſt and do- 
cile Mind ( void of * all 
partial reſpects, and clear 

E from 
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, of Truth) the Te 
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from all ſorts of preju- 
dice; loving Truth , and 
forward. to entertain it ; 
abhorring to - wreſt or 


, wrack things, to ule any 


fraud or violence upon 
any Principle , or grouny 

imon 
/of God, I ſay, fo reveal- 
ed, whatever exception our 
ſhallow Reaſon can thruſt 
in, ſhould abſolutely con- 
vince our Judgment, and 
conſtrain our Faith : It the 
Holy Scripture teacherh us 
plainly, and frequently doth 
inculcare upon us ( that 
which allo the uniform 
courle of Nature, and the 
Peace- 
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peaceable government of 
the World doth alſo ſpeak) 
that there is bur One True 
God; if it as manifeſtly 
doth aſcribe ro the Three 
Perlons of the Bleſſed Trini- 
ty the ſame Auguſt Names, 
the ſame Peculiar Chara- 
Eters, the ſame Divine At- 
tributes ( effential to the 
Deity ) the ſame ſuperla- 
tively admirable Operati- 
ons of Creation and. Pro- 
vidence; if it alſo doth 
preſcribe to them the ſame 
Supreme Honours, Services, 
Praiſes and * Acknowledg- 
ments to be paid unto 
them all ; - this may be 


E 2 abun- 


; A Defence of 


abundantly enough to fa- 
tiefy our Minds, to ſtop 
our Mouths, to {mother 
all Doubt and Diſpute a- 
bout this High and Holy 
Myſtery : -It was exceed-" 
ing Goodneſs in God , that 
he would condeſcend fo far 
ro inſtruct us, to diſcloſe ſo 
ndble a Truth unto us , 
to enrich our Minds with 
that T9 «ety * youcrws ', 
that moſt excellent knowledge 
of - himſelf ; and it would 
be |no ſmall Ingraticude 
and Unworthinels in us 
any-wiſe to ſuſpe&t his 
Word, or pervert his 
meaning ; any-wiſe to ſub- 
ject. 
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jet his Venerable Ora- 


cles ro our rude Canvales 
and Cavils : In fine, The 
proper employment of our 
Mind about theſe Myſte- 
ries ,- is not to ſearch and 
ſpeculate about them, to 
:{courlſe flippantly and 
boldly about them ; bur 
with a pious Credulity to 
embrace them, with all 
humble Reſpect ro adore 


them. 


I have thus endeavour- 
ed in ſome meaſure to 
' defend the Outworks of 
the Orthodox . Do&trine 
concerning the Bleſſed Tri- 


E 3 nity 3 
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nity; it was beſide. my 
intent to inftit ſo lon 
thereon , but the Matter 
did #9inxzaX, was ſo attra- 
&tive , that I could *not 
wave ſhewing my Reſpect 
thereto. 


I proceed now to that 
which I principally de- 
ſigned, the propoling briet- 
ly fonie practical Confide- 
rations, apt to excite us 
ro the exerciſing our Un- 
derſtanding and Aﬀections 
upon thoſe wonderful Diſ- 
penſations of Grace and 
Mercy , vouchſated to us 
by the Holy Trinity, -ei- 
ther 
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ther conjunctly ,. or ( as 
they #97" oygroule Are Cx- 


preſſed ) ſeparately. | 


We firſt ſhould care- 
fully ſtudy, and duly be 
affefted with that graci- 
ous Conſent, and (as it 
were) Confederacy of the 
Glorious Three in delign- 
ing angd proſecuting our 
good ; their unanimous a- 
greement in uttering thoſe 
three mighty words of fa- 
vour to Mankind, Facta- 
mus , Redimamus, Salvemus , 
Ler us make Man out of 
nothing, let us recover 
him from Sin and Perdi- 
BE 4 tion 
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tion, let us crown him 
with Joy and Salvation 


we ſhould, with grateful 


Reſentments, obſerve them 
conſpiring to employ their 
Wiſdom in contriving fit 
Means and Methods to 
exert their Power in effe- 
Etual accompliſhment of 
what was requiſire to- the 
promoting of our Wel- 
fare, the reſcue of us from 
all Miſery', the advancing 
us to the higheſt degree 
of Dignity , and inſtaring 
us in the moſt perfe& 
Condition of Happineſs of 
which our Nature is ca- 
pable ; in - proſecution of 
| that 
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that gracious Deſign, which 
their joint, Goodneſs. had 


projected for us. More di- 
{tintly, 


/ 1. We ſhould ſet our 
Mind on God the Father 
before the Foundation of 
® the World from all Eter- 
nity, pleaſing to forecaſt ' 
with himſelf the Creation 
of us, and communica- 
tion of his own Image 
to us; endowing us with 
moſt excellent Faculties of 
? Body-and Soul ; ſubject- 
" ing the viſible World to 
ou/ uſe and governance z 
& Placing us in a ſtate of 
great 
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great accommodation and 
delight ; - permitting us to 
fall , that he ' might raiſe 
us to a higher and, better 
Condition ; reſolving to 
ſend his own dear Son 
from his Boſome' to' pro- 
cure and purchaſe the Re- 
demption of Mankind ; 
preparing and diſpoling 
the World for. the recep- 
tion of ſo great a Mer- 
cy, by a general . teſtif- 
cation of his Patience and 
Beneficence ( $ivmg ſhowers, 
and fruitful ſeaſons, and 


fillins the hearts of men 


with food and gladneſs ) bur 


more eſpecially by Pro-: 
phetical 
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phetical Promiſes , Predi- * 
Ctions, and Prehigurtions z 

alſo ſuffering the genera- 

lity of Mankind fo to pro- 

ceed in its ways, as might 

render it ſenſible of us 

Error and Unhappinels , 

of the need and benefit 

of a Deliverance ; then in Gal. 4. 4: 
the fulneſs of time , when 

the creature did earneſtly Rom.8.22, 
grown ,” and long for its re- © © 
covery * from vanity and ſla- 

very , actually ſending his 

only Son , and cloathin 

him with Humane Fleſh , 

that converſing with us, 

he might diſcover to us 

his gracious Intefitions to- 

ward 
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f 


* ward us, might confirm 


the truth thereof by Mi- 
raculous Works, might in- 


ſtrut us by his — 


Doctrine and Holy Lite 


in our Duty, and the 
Terms of our Salvation ; 
then freely delivering him 
over unto Death, and ac 
cepting his Paſſon as a 
Sacrihce expiatirig our Sins, 
and meriting his Favour to- 
ward us: Then raiſi ing him 
as the firſt fruits from the 
Dead , ſetting him at his 
Right Hand, inveſting him 
with Authority to govern 
and fave thoſ. - who fin- 
cerely would believe. in 

him, 


the B. Trinity, 


him , and faithfully obey 


him ; alſo ſending and be- 
ſtowing - his Holy Spirit to 
dwell in them, to con- 
duct, confirm, and com- 
fort them in the ways of 
Truth and Righteouſnek, 
Theſe with manifold ©- 
ther intercurrent Paſlages 
of gracious Providence , 
aſcribed ro God the Fa- 
ther, we ſhould ſeriouſly 
mind, and fo reſent, as 
to be raviſhed with ad- 
miration of his Mercy ; 
to be enflamed with love 
of his Goodneſs; to be 
poſlefſed with puny t0- 
ward him; to become tho- 


roughly 
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roughly devored to his 
Service. 


2. We ſhould likewiſe 
mind the Bleſſed Son of 
God concurring with his 
Father in all his purpoſes 
of love and mercy to- 
ward us; in making all 


things, and ſuſtaining them 


by the word of his power ; 
bur eſpecially in his ( t6» 
ward the freeing us from 
the deſperate Miſeries, Cor- 
ruptions, and Slaveries, in- 
ro which we were plunged) 
aſluming Humane Nature, 
leading therein a trouble- 
ſome and toilſome Lite, 

for 
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for our beneht and inſtru- 
\Ction z undergoing a bitter 
and ſhameful Death, for 
the aconement of our Sins, 
and reconciliation of us to 
Divine Favour ; purchaſing 
great and precious Pro- 
miſes, procuring high and 
glorious Privileges & as z 
alcending . into Heaven to 
prepare us . Manſions | of 
Bliſs z interceding for us 
with God, and pourin 

from above manifold Bleſ. 
lings upon us ; the. aſto- 
niſhing Miracles of Good- 
nels, of Wildom, of Con- 
deſcenſion and Patience diſ- 
played, in the management 
| of - 
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of which Undertakings for 


us, what Heart can well 
conceive, what Tongue can 


-utter 2 What ' amazement 


ſhould it produce in us 
tro conſider the brighteſt 
efflux of Divine Glory 
eclipling and ſhrowding ir 
ſelf under ſo dark a cloud 
of Mortal Frailty ; the moſt 
High ſtooping into the! qua- 
lity of ſo mean a Crea- 
ture ; the Firſt-born , and 


' Heir Apparent of Heaven 


deſcending from his Throne 
of Eternal Majeſty, and vo- 
luntarily degrading himſelf 
into the form of a ſervant, 


clad in Rags, worn with: 


labour 


c 


« 


py 
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labour and travel z expo- 
{ed' ro contempt and! dif- 
grace ? \ To reflect upon 
the great Creator, and So- 
vereign” Lord of all; the 
World, who reared | the 


' Heavens, and founded the 


Earch, who poſlefleth \and” 
upholdeth all chings, need- 
ing himlelf a Shelter, pinch- 
ed with Want, taking Alms 
from- his Slaves, and pay- 
ing Tribuce ro his Sub- 
jects ; to contemplate the 
Son of God willingly ſty- 
ling himſelf the Son of 
Man, zeally ſubjecting him- 
{elf to che Duties, the Ne- 
cellicies, the Infirmities of ' 

»\'F Humane 
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Humane Nature ; ſuffterin 
the Courleſt Hardſhips , 
and Extreameſt Diſaſter, 
thereof ; all chis upon freeſt 
Choice, with full Content- 
ment, and perfe&t Submil- 
hon to ſo mean and fo dil- 


taſttul a Condition. 


We may \, obſerve with - 
how admirable * Goodnels 
he did wvgachlate ro: cons 
verle with x{troward Gene- 
ration of Men; to inſtruct 
a ſtupid and indocile ſort + 
of People, with aft ſorts of 
Beneficence to oblige an | 
Incredulous, Inſenſible,” and 
Ingrateful Crew ; with how 7 
" umnvin-B3 


invincible a Meeknels and 
Patience he endured the con- 
tradition of ſinners ; the 
Scornful Reproaches , . the 
Wrongful Calumnies , the 
Spiteful and Cruel . Ulages 
of the Envious and Malici- 
ous World*; being to the 
higheſt extremiry deſpiſed, 
hated, maligned, and abu- 
{ed by thoſe, whom. he had 
moſt highly honoured, mot 
aftectionarely. loved , , and 
conferred the greatelt Fa- 
vours upon. We may with 
altoniſhment contemplate 
that ftrange Conteſt be- 
rween Divine Patience, 'and 


Humane Wickednefs, - tris 
F 2 ving 
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ving which of chem ſhould 


excel; when we do peruſe 
and weigh cthoſe-Enigmati- 
cal Paſlages.,. God acculed , 
by Man of Blaſphemy, the 
Eternal - Wiſdom aſperſed 
with Folly, Truth it ſelf 
impleaded of Tmpoſture , 

({ncial Love made guilry 
of Miſchief, and .Supream 
Goodneſs ſtyled a Malcfa- 
or, Infinite Power beat 
down, and trampled upon 
by Impotent Malicez the 
Judge of ail the World, the 
| -=3,.Arv of all Authority 
and Right Arraigned, Con- 
demned, and Executed for 


Injuſtice ; ; the _ of all na- 


tions * 


. Heart 
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trons rejected by his own 
* Country and Kindred ; the 
Joy of Paradiſe (whoſe li ihe 
ſome .Countenance doth 
cheer Heaven it ſelf ) al- 
moſt overwhelmed -with 
Grief, uttering lamentable 
Gronns, tortured with grie- 
Vous onies ; the very 
os God bicdeg” : 
and the fole Author of 
Life expiring. 


We may farther ſtud 
Jeſus with a hearty Compal. 
ſton, and Tears guſhing 
from his inmoſt Bowels , 
pitying not theſe his own 
Sufferings, but for the Ven- 
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geance for them due and. 


decreed unto his Perlecu- 
tors z we ſhould mark him 
excuſing their Fault., and 
praying for their Pardon; 
dying willingly, for their 
ood , when he dyed vio- 
Cady by their Hand ; pal- 
fionately defiring their Sal- 
vation, when they - malici- *, 
ouſly procured his Deſtru- | 
ction. 


We ſhould mind all the 
Actions of the Son of God, 


our Saviour, with the moſt 


' wiſe Grounds, endearing 


Circumſtances, and precious 
Frujts of them ; his Birth, 
| Lite, 


a5 
9 o 
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Life , Death , Reſurretion, 
Aſcenſton ; Interceſſion,, as 
containjng Inſtances « the 
greateſt Charity and Humi- 
lity poſlble ſhewed unto 
us, as Arguments, of the 
greateſt Love apd Grati- 
rude due from us : Mind 
them we ſhould moſt ſe- 
riouſly {ſo as to be heartily 
affected with them; ſo as 
to eſteem worthily the trank- 
cendent#- Honour done us 
by God aſſuming our Na- 
ture, and exalting us to 4 
conjuntion with the Divine 
Nature ; fo as to be deeply 
{en{1ble of our Obligation tg 
ſo immenſe a Charity , that . 
F.4 could 


T1. 
"a. *- 


= 
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could do and ſuffer ſo much *_ 


for us, without -any deſert 
of ours, yea notwithſtand- 
ing our exceedingly bad De- 
ſerts, our Rebellions and 
Enmities againſt him ; ſo as 
to deteſt the heinouſneſs- of 
our Sins, that needed" ſo 
mighty an Expiation , that 


-. cauſed fo horrid a Tragedy ; 


ſo as not to neglect ſo great 
Salvation fo frankly offered, 


fo dearly purchaſed for us ; 


not to fruſtrate the Deſigns 
of 1ſo_ unconceivable Love 


and Goodneſs; fo is to . 


obey readily ſo Gracious a 
Maſter, to follow careful! 


io 
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| ſo-as in imitation of him, 


and for his ſake to be-meek, 
and humble in heart, and in 
deed ; ſeeing he did ſo inft- 
nitely condeſcend and abaſe 
himſelf for us; to be pa- 
tient and ſubmiſſive to his 
Will, who ſtooped fo low, 
and ſuffered fo much for us;, 
ſo as to bear a general af- 
tection to Mankind, ground- 
ed like his, not upon any 
particular Intereſts , nor li- 
mired by any partial Re- 
ſpecs ; bur extended freely, 


in real defire and intention,” 


toward all; liberally to im- 
part the good things we poſ- 


jels, and patiently ro brook 


5 2 


” « 


the” 
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the Ctoſles we meet with, and 
heartily to forgive the Of- 
fences done to us; for that 
he freely did part with the 

reateſt Glories of Eternity, 
with the higheſt Dignities , 
and the richelt Treaſures of 
Heaven for our ſake ; when 
we were enemies in our minds 


by wicked works, dead m treſ- 


paſſes and ſms, guilty of pum- 
berleſs grievous Offences a- 
gainſt'him, by his Blood re- 
deeming us-from Wrath, re- 
conciling us to the Mercy 
and Favour of God. 


3- We ſhould alſo me- 
ditate upon the Bleſled Spt- 


rit 


. 
0 
". 
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rit of God, with equal Good- 
nels conſpiring, and co-ope- 
rating with all the Purpoſes, 
to all the Effects of Grace, 
which conduce to our Ever- 
laſting Happineſs ; more eſ- 
pecially as the Repairer of 
our decayed Frames; the 
Enlivener of our dead Souls, 


4 ; che Infuſer of ſpiritual Light 


into our dark Minds, the 
Kindler of ſpiritual Warmth 
into our cold Hearts ; the 


Raiſer of ſpiritual Appetite ' 


to Righteouſneſs, and the 


Reliſh of Goodneſs 'in our . 


{tupid Senſes ; the Imparter 
of ſpiritual Strength and Vi- 
gour to our feeble Powers z 


. 


"_ 
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the Author of all Liberty, | 


looſing us from * Captivity 


under the Tyranny of Sa-,, 


tan, from Vaſlallage unto 
our own Carnal Luſts and 
Paſſions ; from ſubjection to 
a hard and imperious Law, 
from bondage to the Ter- 


rors-of a guilty Conlciehce ; 


As him, that enableth us to , 


erform the Duties, and ac- 
compliſh the Conditions re- 
quired of us. i'order to our 
Salvation ; that qualiferh us 


' to be the Sons FOOTY 


his effectual Grace., and al- 
ſureth us that we are ſo 
by his comfortable © Teſti- 
mony ; as our ſure *Guide 

in 


- 


| 
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in the ways -of Truch and 
Vertue;. our faichful Coun- 
{cllour in all Doubts and 
Darkneſles ; our mighty 
Support-and Succour in all 
Needs , in. all Diſtreſles ; 
our ready Guard againſt 
all Afſaults and Tenpta- 
tions z our ſweet Comfor- 
ter in all Sadnefles and 
Afflitions* . Who doth in- 
ſmnuate good Thoughts , 
doth kindle holy Detires , 
doth cheriſh pious Reſo- 
lutions, doth further honeſt 
Endeavours* in us : Who 
only doth. enflame ' our 


Hearts with Devotion -to- 
ward God ; doth. encou- 


rage, 
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rage , doth enable us to 
approach unto him ; doth, 
prompt us with fit matter 
of requeſt , and becometh 
Advocate . for the good 
Succeſs of our Prayers. 


We ſhould mind him as 
the Roor of ali good Fruits 
growing in us , or ſprout- 
ing from us ; the Producer 
of all good Habits formed 
in us, the Aſſiſter of all 
good Works performed by 
us; the Spring of all rue 
Comtent , that*we enjoy z 
unto whom our- embra- 

 cing the Faith, our conti- 

,-* , nuing in Hope, our work- 


ing 
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ing in Charity ; -the puri- 
fication of our Hearts, the 
mortification of our Lufts, 
the ſanrfication 6f our 
Lives, the Salyation of our 
Souls are Foie due, 
are moſt juſtly aſcribed : 
As the Author and Pre- 
ſerver of fo ineſtimable Be- 
nefits unto us, let us mind 
him ; and withal , let us 
' conſider him - as condel» 
cending, to be a Loving , 
Friend and conſtant Guell 
unto ſo mean and un- 
worthy Creatures ; vouch- 
afing to axtend over us, 
tro converſe with us, to 
dwell in us; rendring our : 
Souls 


90 


A Defence of 
Souls holy Temples of his 
Divinity , Royal Thrones 
of his Majeſty , bright 
Orbs of. his heavenly Light, 
pleaſant Paradiles of his 
bliſtul Preſence z our Souls, 
which naturally are pro- 
fanc Receptacles of Wick- 
ed, and impure AﬀeCti- 
ons ; dark Cells of falſe 


and fond Imaginations , . 


cloſe Priſons of , black and * 


. ſad Thoughts: As graci- 


ouſly ſtriving with ws ; 
ſtriving fo open and en- 
rer into our Hearts, barrd 
againſt him by vain Con- 
ceits,, and vicious Inclina- 
tions ; ſtriving to reclaim 

us - 
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us from, the Sins and Er- 
rors, into which we are 
wot hecedlefly or wiltul- 
ly to precipitate our ſelves z 
ſtriving to make us what 
in all duty- and wiſdom 
we ſhould be, capable of 
Divine Favour , and fit 
for Everlaſting Happineſs : 
As enduring, patiently 'ma# 
nifold Diſpleatures and Dil- 
reſpects from us ; our rude 
Oppolitions againſt him , 
our frequent neglects of his 
kind Admonitions; our many 
perverle Humours, wanton 
Freaks , wiltul Miſcarriages, 
and unworthy Dealings f0- 
ward him. 


G 
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We ſhould thus mind 
the Bleſſed Spirit of God, 
and be futably aftefted to- 
ward him; fo as. to be 
duly ſenſible and thankful - 
for thole unexpreſſible Gifts 
and Bleflings indulged to-us/ 
by him ; fo as to render 
all Love and Reverence , 
all Praiſe and Glory, all 
Obedience and Service to 
him z elpecially ſo as to 
admit him cheerfully into 
our- Hearts, yea invite him 
thither by our earneſt 
Prayers; to make ht pres» 
parations for his . Recep- 
tion and Intertainmenct ( by: 

cleane * 


the B. Trinity. 


cleanſing our Hearts from 
all loachlome Impurinies ) 
to make him welcome , 
and creat him kindly, with 
all civil reſpe&t, . with all 
humble obſervance ; not 
grieving and vexing him 
by. our diſtaſtful Croſneſs 
or Peeviſhneſs ; not tempt- 
ing him by our fond Pre- 
ſumption', or baſe Trea- 
chery.z not extinguiſhing 
his heavenly Light, and 
holy Fire .by our foul 
Luſts, our damp -Stupidi- 
ties, our cold NegleQs ; 
our Negle&ts to foment 
and nouriſh them by the 
food of devour Medita- 
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tions and zealous Dehires : 
So let us mind him, as 
ro admit gladly his gentle 
lllapſes, to delight in his 
moſt pleaſant Sociery , to 
hearken'to his faithful Sug- 
eſtions ; ro comply with 
all his kindly Motions 
to behave our ſelves mo+ 
deſtly, conſiſtently, and os 


ficioully roward hmn. 


Thus ſhould we employ 
our Mind, all the Facul- 
ties .of our Soul, our /Ug+ 
derſtanding, our Will, our 
Aﬀections upon the | Bleſs 
led Trinity , che Supream \ 
of. all chings. above ; the 

| Foundex | 


the B. Trinity. 


' Founder of that Celeſtial 
Society, into which as Chri- 
ſtians we are inſerted ; the 
Sovereign of that heavenly 
Kingdom, to Which we 
are Subjects ; the Fountain 
of all the Good and Hap- 
pinels we can hope for in 
that Superior State : To 
the performance of which 
Duty there be Arguments 
and Inducements innume- 
rable z 'tis the moſt pro- 

er and connatural Object 
of our Mind, that for which 
ir 1s fitteſt, and for which 
it was deſigned ; the beſt 
Incelligible , and infinitely 


moſt Amiable of all he 
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'Tis che «moſt worthy, and * 
noble Obje&t, the contems» 
—_ of which, and af- 
ection whereto, will moſt 
elevare, moſt enrich, moſt 
adorn , . moſt enlarge the 


Capacities , and moſt fatiſ(- 


fy the Apperites of our 
Souls : "Tis the moſt (weert 
and pleaſant Obje&t, where- 
in ail Light, all Beauty, all 
Perfection do ſhine; the 
light” and love of which 


h do conſticute Paradiſe, and 


bearify Heaven ir elf : "Tis 
the moſt uſeful and bene- 


| ficial Obje& of our Mind, 


which will beſt inſtruct us 


in what it concerneth us to 
know, 


the B. Trinity. 
know , will moſt incite us 
to thole Duties which we 
are obliged to perform ; 
will be- moſt efficacious to 
the begetring in us thoſe 
Diſpolirions , which are in- 
diſpenſably requiſite for the 
attainment, ang for the en- 
joyment of thit Everlaſtin 
Bliſs; unto which that one 
Bleiled Unity, and Glorious 
Trinity 'in its-infinite Mercy 
bring us all : To whom be 
all Glory, Honqur, and 
Praiſe for ever. Amen. 
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